To: University Faculty Senate

From: University Faculty Senate Executive Committee
RE: Resolution: "SUNY/CUNY Budget"”

Date: 184th Plenary, January 18, 2020

Location: University at Albany

Resolution #: 184-01-01 Executive

Vote: For: 36 / Against: O / Abstain: O
RATIONALE:

WHEREAS the State University of New York (SUNY) and the City University of New
York (CUNY), like other public higher education systems across the nation, in fulfilling
their core academic missions, transform students’ lives and life chances and serve their
state as foundations for democracy, platforms for civic engagement, engines of
economic development, pathways to the middle class, magnets for population growth
and private investment, and generators of health, creativity, and innovation:; and

WHEREAS the SUNY University Faculty Senate (SUNY UFS) has worked closely in
recent years with the SUNY Faculty Council of Community Colleges (SUNY FCCC) and
the CUNY University Faculty Senate (CUNY UFS) and has worked in alliance with the
SUNY Student Assembly (SUNY SA) and United University Professions (UUP) in
advocating for New York State to become a national leader in investing direct state aid
in SUNY and CUNY’s core operating budgets2;

RESOLUTION:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED



FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that in 2020 SUNY UFS will expand and deepen its
coordination with SUNY FCCC, CUNY UFS, SUNY SA, UUP, SUNY and CUNY campus
governance bodies and union chapters, and all other good-faith partners by calling on
all leaders and members of these organizations and friends of SUNY and CUNY, in their
capacity as citizens or residents of New York and/or supporters of public higher
education, to contact Governor Cuomo, their representatives in the New York State
Legislature, and legislative leaders, and express their support of both their
organization’s advocacy priorities and those of SUNY UFS.
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Source: State Higher Education Executive Officers Association (SHEEO)
Note how the one measure in which New York State was close to being a true national leader--

Student Debt, by United States Average, New York State Average and Rank,
Percentage of New York State Students Graduating with Debt and Rank, New York
State Public Four-Year Average, and Percentage of New York State Public Four-

Year Students Graduating with Debt, 2008-2018

graduation | US ave NY ave NY %age NY 4y public | NY 4y public
yr (rank)* (rank)* ave %age

2008 $21,167 $23,580 62% $18,026 56%

2009 $22,522 | $25,590 63% $20,911 56%

2010 $23,540 $26,360 61% $21,706
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