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A0 Respondent Information (Not for Publication)
Office: Office of Institutional Research 

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 6000                                                             
Couper Administration Building Room 312

City/State/Zip/Country: Binghamron, NY, 13902-6000 USA
Phone: 607-777-6939
Fax: 607-777-4513
E-mail Address: oir@binghamton.edu

X Yes
No

If yes, please provide the URL of the corresponding Web page:

A0A

Address Information
Name of College/University: Binghamton University 

A1 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6000
City/State/Zip/Country: Binghamton, NY 13902-6000
Street Address (if different): 4400 Vestal Parkway East
City/State/Zip/Country: Binghamton, NY 13902
Main Phone Number: 607-777-2000
WWW Home Page Address: www.binghamton.edu
Admissions Phone Number: 607-777-2171
Admissions Toll-Free Phone Number: not applicable 
Admissions Office Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6001
City/State/Zip/Country: Binghamton, NY 13902-6001
Admissions Fax Number: 607-777-4445
Admissions E-mail Address: admit@binghamton.edu

A2

X

X

mailto:oir@binghamton.edu
https://www.binghamton.edu/offices/oir/data-analysis/compliance-reports/common-data-set.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/offices/oir/data-analysis/compliance-reports/common-data-set.html
http://www.binghamton.edu/
mailto:admit@binghamton.edu
https://www.binghamton.edu/offices/oir/data-analysis/compliance-reports/common-data-set.html
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A5

Certificate
Diploma
Associate
Transfer Associate
Terminal Associate

X Bachelor's
Postbachelor's certificate

X Master's
X Post-master's certificate
X Doctoral degree research/scholarship
X Doctoral degree – professional practice

Doctoral degree -- other
A5

CDS-A Page 3
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B1

Men Women Men Women
Undergraduates

Degree-seeking, first-time 
freshmen 1427 1,657 3 2
Other first-year, degree-seeking 77 46 20 10
All other degree-seeking 5250 5506 190 115

Total degree-seeking 6,754 7,209 213 127
All other undergraduates 
enrolled in credit courses 2 1 1 0

Total undergraduates 6,756 7,210 214 127
Graduate

Degree-seeking, first-time 656 561 48 98
All other degree-seeking 426 586 672 667
All other graduates enrolled in 
credit courses 4 1 14 15

Total graduate 1086 1148 734 780
Total all students 7,842 8,358 948 907

Total all undergraduates 14,307
Total all graduate 3748
GRAND TOTAL ALL STUDENTS 18,055

B2

•     Include international students only in the category "Nonresident aliens." 
•     Complete the “Total Undergraduates” column only if you cannot provide data for the first two columns.

Degree-Seeking
First-Time
First Year

Degree-Seeking
Undergraduates 
(include first-time 

first-year)

Total
Undergraduates 
(both degree- and 

non-degree-
seeking)

71 575 575
400 1,812 1,812
135 663 663

1,720 8,246 8,248
1 8 8

601 2,312 2,314

0 2 2
108 509 509
53 176 176

3,089 14,303 14,307

Persistence
B3 Number of degrees awarded by your institution from July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021.

Certificate/diploma
Associate degrees
Bachelor's degrees 3704
Postbachelor's certificates
Master's degrees 1269
Post-Master's certificates 81
Doctoral degrees – 
research/scholarship 176
Doctoral degrees – professional 
practice 56
Doctoral degrees – other

•     
R
e

B. ENROLLMENT AND PERSISTENCE

Institutional Enrollment - Men and Women 

FULL-TIME PART-TIME

Enrollment by Racial/Ethnic Category. 

Provide numbers of students for each of the following categories as of the institution's official fall reporting 
date or as of October 15, 2021.
•     Note: Report students formerly designated as “first professional” in the graduate cells. For information 
on 
      ti  t d  b d t d t  l   thi  li k  

Provide numbers of undergraduate students for each of the following categories as of the institution’s 
official fall reporting date or as of October 15, 2021. 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/pdf/Reporting_Study_Abroad%20Students_5.31.17.pdf
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For Two-Year Institutions

2018 Cohort 2017 Cohort
B12

B13

B14 0 0
B15
B16

B17
B18

B19
B20
B21

B22. Retention Rates

B22

90.7%

For the cohort of all full-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 
students who entered your institution as freshmen in Fall 2020 (or the preceding 
summer term), what percentage was enrolled at your institution as of the date your 
institution calculates its official enrollment in Fall 2021.

Report for the cohort of all full-time, first-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 
students who entered in Fall 2020 (or the preceding summer term). 

Completers of programs of at least two but less than four years (total):
Completers of programs of at least two but less than four-years within 150 
percent of normal time:
Total transfers-out (within three years) to other institutions:
Total transfers to two-year institutions:

Completers of programs of less than two years duration (total):

Completers of programs of less than two years within 150 percent of normal 
time:

•      The initial cohort may be adjusted for students who departed for the following reasons:

* Death
* Permanent Disability
* Service in the armed forces
* Foreign aid service of the federal government
* Official church missions
* No other adjustments to the initial cohort should be made.

Please provide data for the 2018 cohort if available. If 2018 cohort data are not available, provide data for 
the 2017 cohort.

Of the initial cohort, how many did not persist and did not graduate for the 
following reasons: 
• Death
• Permanently Disability
• Service in the armed forces, 
• Foreign aid service of the federal government
• Official church missions
• Report total allowable exclusions
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C1-C2: Applications

               17,359 
22,174              

7,579                
9,876                

1,427                
3                       

1,657                
2                       

39,533              
17,455              
3,089                

C2

Yes No
X

TOTAL
7835
2875
277

Is your waiting list ranked? Yes No
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Total academic units 16
English 4
Mathematics 3 4
Science 2 4
    Of these, units that must be 
    lab
Foreign language 3
Social studies 2 4
History 4
Academic electives
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ACT Only
SAT Only
SAT and SAT Subject Tests or 
ACT X

SAT Subject Tests X

C8B

X

C8B

X

C8C

SAT essay ACT essay
For admission
For placement

For advising
In place of an application essay
As a validity check on the 

https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/info/test-policy.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/info/test-policy.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/info/test-policy.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/info/test-policy.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/info/test-policy.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/info/test-policy.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/admissions/info/test-policy.html
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12-17

6-11
Below 6

Totals should = 100% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00%
C10

Percent
52%
86%

98% Top half + 

2% bottom half = 100%

0%
36%

C11

Percent

75%
15%
7%
2%
1%

100%

C12 3.99
100%

C13-C20: Admission Policies

C13 Application Fee

Yes No
X

$50

Yes No
X

X Same fee
Free

Reduced
Yes No
X

C14 Application closing date
Yes No
4/1

Percent who had GPA of 4.0

Percent in top tenth of high school graduating class
Percent in top quarter of high school graduating class
Percent in top half of high school graduating class

Percent of all degree-seeking, first-time, first-year (freshman) students who had high school class 

Amount of application fe  

Does your institution have an application closing 

Can it be waived for applicants with financial need?

If you have an application fee and an on-line application option, please indicate policy for students 

Can on-line application fee be waived for 

Percent who had GPA between 3.25 and 3.49
Percent who had GPA between 3.00 and 3.24

Percent in bottom half of high school graduating class

Percent in bottom quarter of high school graduating class

Percentage of all enrolled, degree-seeking, first-time, first-year (freshman) students who had high 

Assessment

Percent of total first-time, first-year (freshmen) students who submitted 

Score Range

If your institution has waived its application fee for the Fall 2022 admission cycle please select no.

Does your institution have an application fee?

Totals should = 100%

Average high school GPA of all degree-seeking, first-time, first-year 
Percent of total first-time, first-year (freshman) students who submitted 

    

Percent who had GPA between 2.50 and 2.99
Percent who had GPA between 2.0 and 2.49

Percent who had GPA below 1.0
Percent who had GPA between 1.0 and 1.99

Percent who had GPA between 3.75 and 3.99
Percent who had GPA between 3.50 and 3.74

CDS-C Page 11
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Date
Application closing date (fall)
Priority Date

Yes No
C15

C16 Notification to applicants of admission decision sent (fill in one only)

On a rolling basis beginning 
(date):  
By (date):  4/1
Other:  

C17 Reply policy for admitted applicants (fill in one only)

Must reply by (date): 5/1
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C22 Early action
Yes No
X

11/1

1/15

Yes No
X

14873
9071

For the Fall 2021 entering class:
Number of early action applications received by your institution
Number of applicants admitted under early action plan

Is your early action plan a “restrictive” plan under which you limit 

Early action closing date

Early action notification date

Do you have a nonbinding early action plan whereby students are 
If “yes,” please complete the following: 

CDS-C Page 13
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D1-D2: Fall Applicants
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Yes No
D10 X

D11

D12
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E1

X Accelerated program
Cooperative education program

X Cross-registration
X Distance learning
X Double major
X Dual enrollment
X English as a Second Language (ESL)
X Exchange student program (domestic)

External degree program
X Honors Program
X Independent study
X Internships
X Liberal arts/career combination
X Student-designed major
X Study abroad

 Gradu Teacher certification program
Weekend college
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F1
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G0 Please provide the URL of your institution’s net price calculator:

X

G1

G1 First-Year Undergraduates
PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS

Tuition:
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

Tuition: In-district $7,070 $7,070
Tuition: In-state (out-of-district): $7,070 $7,070
Tuition: Out-of-state: $24,910 $24,910
Tuition: Non-resident alien $24,910 $24,910

FOR ALL INSTITUTIONS
Required Fees $3,320 $3,320
Room and Board (on-campus):
Room Only (on-campus):
Board Only (on-campus meal plan):

Other:

Minimum Maximum
G2 12

Yes No
G3 x

G4
x

G5

Residents Commuters
(living at home)

Commuters
(not living at home)

Books and supplies: $1,000 $1,000 $1,000
Room only: $11,433
Board only: $5,631
Room and board total*
Transportation: $250 $250 $800
Other expenses: $750 $750 $1,395

G. ANNUAL EXPENSES

Undergraduate full-time tuition, required fees, room and board
List the typical tuition, required fees, and room and board for a full-time undergraduate student for the 
FULL 2022-2023 academic year. (30 semester hours or 45 quarter hours for institutions that derive annual 
tuition by multiplying credit hour cost by number of credits). 
•     
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G6
PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS:
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS:

In-district: $295.00
In-state (out-of-district): $295.00
Out-of-state: $1,038.00

NONRESIDENT ALIENS: $1,038.00

Undergraduate per-credit-hour charges (tuition only): 

CDS-G Page 19
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1. Non-need institutional grants
2. Non-need tuition waivers
3. Non-need athletic awards
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x

Need-based
(Include non-

need-based aid 
use to meet 

need.)

Non-need-
based

(Exclude non-
need-based aid 

use to meet 
need.)

Scholarships/Grants
$22,063,554 $0

$34,252,854
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I On average, the percentage of need that was met of 
students who were awarded any need-based aid. 
Exclude any aid that was awarded in excess of need as 
well as any resources that were awarded to replace 
EFC (PLUS loans, unsubsidized loans, and private 
alternative loans)

66.2% 68.8% 39.0%

J The average financial aid package of those in line d. 
Exclude any resources that were awarded to replace 
EFC (PLUS loans, unsubsidized loans, and private 
alternative loans)

$   13,757 $   14,974 $   8,208

K Average need-based scholarship and grant award of 
those in line e $   10,681 $   10,289 $   6,430

L Average need-based self-help award (excluding PLUS 
loans, unsubsidized loans, and private alternative loans) 
of those in line f

$   4,628 $   5,705 $   4,411

M Average need-based loan (excluding PLUS loans, 
unsubsidized loans, and private alternative loans) of 
those in line f who were awarded a need-based loan $   3,529 $   4,698 $   4,329

H2A

First-time
Full-time

Freshmen

Full-time
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A

Any loan program: Federal Perkins, Federal Stafford 
Subsidized and Unsubsidized, institutional, state, 
private loans that your institution is aware of, etc. 
Include both Federal Direct Student Loans and Federal 
Family Education Loans.

1,249 52.28% $26,682

B
Federal loan programs: Federal Perkins, Federal 
Stafford Subsidized and Unsubsidized. Include both 
Federal Direct Student Loans and Federal Family 
Education Loans.

1,224 51.23% $19,468

C Institutional loan programs. 0 0.00% $0

D State loan programs. 0 0.00% $0

E Private student loans made by a bank or lender. 284 11.89% $7,215

H6

x
x

104

$4,459

$601,960

H7

X

•     Report numbers and dollar amounts for the same academic year checked in item H1

Indicate your institution’s policy regarding institutional scholarship and grant aid for undergraduate degree-
seeking nonresident aliens:

Aid to Undergraduate Degree-seeking Nonresident Aliens

Source/Type of Loan

If institutional financial aid is available for undergraduate degree-seeking nonresident 
aliens, provide the number of undergraduate degree-seeking nonresident aliens who 
were awarded need-based or non-need-based aid:

International Student’s Certification of Finances
Other (specify):

Institutional need-based scholarship or grant aid is available
Institutional non-need-based scholarship or grant aid is available

Percent of the 
class (defined 
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Process for First-Year/Freshman Students

H8

X

X

H9
Priority date for filing required financial aid forms:

Deadline for filing required financial aid forms:

X

H10

a) Students notified on or about (date): 

b) Students notified on a rolling basis:
Yes
No

If yes, starting date:

H11

Types of Aid Available
Please check off all types of aid available to undergraduates at your institution:

H12

X
X
X

X

X

H13

X
X
X
X
X
X

X

H14
Non-Need Based Need-Based

X X

X X
X X

Check off all financial aid forms domestic first-year (freshman) financial aid applicants must submit:

State aid form
Noncustodial PROFILE

FAFSA

Indicate notification dates for first-year (freshman) students (answer a or b):

Institution's own financial aid form
CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE

Academics
Alumni affiliation
Art

Business/Farm Supplement
Other (specify):

Indicate reply dates:

Federal Nursing Loans
State Loans
College/university loans from institutional funds

Federal Perkins Loans

Students must reply by (date): 
or within _______ weeks of notification.

United Negro College Fund

No deadline for filing required forms 
(applications processed on a rolling basis)

Athletics

Indicate filing dates for first-year (freshman) students:

Loans

Need Based Scholarships and Grants

Direct Subsidized Stafford Loans
Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loans
Direct PLUS Loans

Other (specify):

Federal Nursing Scholarship
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I-1.

Full-time Part-time

A Exclude

Include only if 
they teach one 
or more non-
clinical credit 

courses

B Exclude

Include if they 
teach one or 
more non-

clinical credit 
courses

C Exclude Include

D Exclude Exclude

E Include Exclude

F Exclude Exclude

G Exclude Include

I-1. Full-Time Part-Time Total
A 792 296 1088
B 230 53 283
C 348 144 492
D 444 152 596
E 42 26 68
F 728 158 886

G 49 109 158

H 15 29 44

I 0 0 0

J 0 0 0

I-2.

19 to 1 (based on 16818 students
and 891 faculty).

Other administrators/staff who teac (af)n6o10.7 (s)-3 (t)-10.8 (af)-10T
0 0b am-9.3 ( 10T
0 0b)-9.3 ( 0.8 (af)-)-0.6 (io)-0.6 (i--9.3 ( )n6o10-o1 
Q
q
9)-12 (n)-0..6 (i-.7 (e)-0l(f)-10. .6 (i-r6 (d)-0e (r)-9.3 ( a)-0.6 (m)-9.6 (o)-0.6 .6 (i-3 ( am-9u (t)-10.7 (o)-0.6 (r)e.6 (r) e (r)-9.v)-20a)-0.6 (s)-8n6 (h)-0.6 (o)-0.67 ( w)22.u (t)-10g (t)-10-0.6 (c (9 ())7.Q21 18 re
W n
BT
0 g
-0.003 Tc 0.011 Tw 6.72 -0 0  0 7.56 6[m
[(O)-10.7 (t)-10.7 (h)-0.4 4a)-0 d ( w)22.6 (h)-0.n ( w)22.6 (h)-06 (o)-0.6 h( t)-10.7 (e)-0v)-20a80T
0 0b)-9. (af)-10..7 (e)-0.6 (a)u7 (e)-0l(f)-10.10.7 (s)-.4 4a)-0 6 (i)-13.1 (s)-.7 (r)-9.3 (a)nts
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I-3. 

2-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 100+ Total

362 490 399 168 87 118 114 1738

2-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 100+ Total

110 302 375 73 12 18 4 894

Undergraduate Class Size (provide numbers)

Undergraduate Class Size

Number of Class Sections with Undergraduates Enrolled

CLASS SUB-
SECTIONS

Using the above definitions, please report for each of the following class-size intervals the number of 
class sections  and class subsections  offered in Fall 2021. For example, a lecture class with 800 students 
who met at another time in 40 separate labs with 20 students should be counted once in the “100+” 
column in the class section column and 40 times under the “20-29” column of the class subsections table. 

Class Subsections:  A class subsection includes any subsection of a course, such as laboratory, 
recitation, and discussion subsections that are supplementary in nature and are scheduled to meet 
separately from the lecture portion of the course. Undergraduate subsections are defined as any 
subsections of courses in which degree-seeking undergraduate students enrolled for credit. As above, 
exclude noncredit classes and individual instruction such as dissertation or thesis research, music 
instruction, or one-to-one readings. Each class subsection should be counted only once and should not 
be duplicated because of cross-listings.

In the table below, please use the following definitions to report information about the size of classes and 
class sections offered in the Fall 2021 term.
•     Please include classes that have been moved online in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Class Sections:  A class section is an organized course offered for credit, identified by discipline and 
number, meeting at a stated time or times in a classroom or similar setting, and not a subsection such as 
a laboratory or discussion session. Undergraduate class sections are defined as any sections in which at 
least one degree-seeking undergraduate student is enrolled for credit. Exclude distance learning classes 
and noncredit classes and individual instruction such as dissertation or thesis research, music instruction, 
or one-to-one readings. Exclude students in independent study, co-operative programs, internships, 
foreign language taped tutor sessions, practicums, and all students in one-on-one classes. Each class 
section should
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J1 Degrees conferred between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021

Category Diploma/Certificates Associate Bachelor’s CIP 2020 Categories 
to Include

Agriculture 01
Natural resources and conservation 1.63 03
Architecture 04
Area, ethnic, and gender studies 0.87 05
Communication/journalism 09
Communication technologies 10
Computer and information sciences 3.34 11
Personal and culinary services 12
Education 13
Engineering 8.76 14
Engineering technologies 15
Foreign languages, literatures, and linguistics 1.6 16
Family and consumer sciences 4.58 19
Law/legal studies 22
English 3.47 23
Liberal arts/general studies 24
Library science 25
Biological/life sciences 17.31 26
Mathematics and statistics 4.04 27
Military science and military technologies 28 & 29
Interdisciplinary studies 3.58 30
Parks and recreation 31
Philosophy and religious studies 0.3 38
Theology and religious vocations 39
Physical sciences 3.23 40
Science technologies 41
Psychology 9.09 42
Homeland Security, law enforcement, firefighting, 
and protective services

43

Public administration and social services 44
Social sciences 15.08 45
Construction trades 46
Mechanic and repair technologies 47
Precision production 48
Transportation and materials moving 49
Visual and performing arts 2.71 50
Health professions and related programs 5.24 51
Business/marketing 13.32 52
History 1.84 54
Other
TOTAL (should = 100%) 0.00% 0.00% 100%
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Common Data Set Definitions
♦        All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document.

♦       Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on the CDS document
but may be present on individual publishers’ surveys. 

*Academic advisement: Plan under which each student is assigned to a faculty member or a trained adviser, who, through regular
meetings, helps the student plan and implement immediate and long-term academic and vocational goals.
Accelerated program: Completion of a college program of study in fewer than the usual number of years, most often by attending
summer sessions and carrying extra courses during the regular academic term.
Admitted student: Applicant who is offered admission to a degree-granting program at your institution.

*Adult student services: Admission assistance, support, orientation, and other services expressly for adults who have started college
for the first time, or who are re-entering after a lapse of a few years.
American Indian or Alaska Native: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and South America (including
Central America) and maintaining tribal affiliation or community attachment.
Applicant (first-time, first year): An individual who has fulfilled the institution’s requirements to be considered for admission
(including payment or waiving of the application fee, if any) and who has been notified of one of the following actions: admission,
nonadmission, placement on waiting list, or application withdrawn (by applicant or institution).

Application fee: That amount of money that an institution charges for processing a student’s application for acceptance. This amount
is not creditable toward tuition and required fees, nor is it refundable if the student is not admitted to the institution.
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Credit hour: A unit of measure representing an hour (50 minutes) of instruction over a 15-week period in a semester or trimester
system or a 10-week period in a quarter system. It is applied toward the total number of hours needed for completing the requirements
of a degree, diploma, certificate, or recognized postsecondary credential.
Cross-registration: A system whereby students enrolled at one institution may take courses at another institution without having to
apply to the second institution.
Deferred admission: The practice of permitting admitted students to postpone enrollment, usually for a period of one academic term
or one year.
Degree: An award conferred by a college, university, or other postsecondary education institution as official recognition for the
successful completion of a program of studies.
Degree-seeking students: Students enrolled in courses for credit who are recognized by the institution as seeking a degree or
recognized postsecondary credential. At the undergraduate level, this is intended to include students enrolled in vocational or
occupational programs.
Differs by program (calendar system): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that have occupational/vocational
programs of varying length. These schools may enroll students at specific times depending on the program desired. For example, a
school might offer a two-month program in January, March, May, September, and November; and a three-month program in January,
April, and October.
Diploma: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma.
Distance learning: An option for earning course credit at off-campus locations via cable television, internet, satellite classes,
videotapes, correspondence courses, or other means.
Doctor’s degree-research/scholarship: A Ph.D. or other doctor's degree that requires advanced work beyond the master’s level,
including the preparation and defense of a dissertation based on original research, or the planning and execution of an original project
demonstrating substantial artistic or scholarly achievement. Some examples of this type of degree may include Ed.D., D.M.A., D.B.A.,
D.Sc., D.A., or D.M, and others, as designated by the awarding institution.
Doctor’s degree-professional practice: A doctor’s degree that is conferred upon completion of a program providing the knowledge
and skills for the recognition, credential, or license required for professional practice. The degree is awarded after a period of study
such that the total time to the degree, including both pre-professional and professional preparation, equals at least six full-time
equivalent academic years. Some of these degrees were formerly classified as “first-professional” and may include: Chiropractic (D.C.
or D.C.M.); Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.); Law (L.L.B. or J.D.); Medicine (M.D.); Optometry (O.D.); Osteopathic Medicine (D.O);
Pharmacy (Pharm.D.); Podiatry (D.P.M., Pod.D., D.P.); or, Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.), and others, as designated by the awarding
institution.
Doctor’s degree-other: A doctor’s degree that does not meet the definition of a doctor’s degree - research/scholarship or a doctor’s
degree - professional practice.
Double major: Program in which students may complete two undergraduate programs of study simultaneously.
Dual enrollment: A program through which high school students may enroll in college courses while still enrolled in high school.
Students are not required to apply for admission to the college in order to participate.
Early action plan: An admission plan that allows students to apply and be notified of an admission decision well in advance of the
regular notification dates. If admitted, the candidate is not committed to enroll; the student may reply to the offer under the college’s
regular reply policy.
Early admission: A policy under which students who have not completed high school are admitted and enroll full time in college,
usually after completion of their junior year.

Early decision plan: A plan that permits students to apply and be notified of an admission decision (and financial aid offer if
applicable) well in advance of the regular notification date. Applicants agree to accept an offer of admission and, if admitted, to
withdraw their applications from other colleges. There are three possible decisions for early decision applicants: admitted, denied, or
not admitted but forwarded for consideration with the regular applicant pool, without prejudice.

English as a Second Language (ESL): A course of study designed specifically for students whose native language is not English.

Exchange student program-domestic: Any arrangement between a student and a college that permits study for a semester or more at
another college in the United States without extending the amount of time required for a degree. See also Study abroad.

External degree program: A program of study in which students earn credits toward a degree through independent study, college
courses, proficiency examinations, and personal experience. External degree programs require minimal or no classroom attendance.

Extracurricular activities (as admission factor): Special consideration in the admissions process given for participation in both
school and nonschool-related activities of interest to the college, such as clubs, hobbies, student government, athletics, performing arts,
etc.
First-time student: A student attending any institution for the first time at the level enrolled. Includes students enrolled in the fall term
who attended a postsecondary institution for the first time at the same level in the prior summer term. Also includes students who
entered with advanced standing (college credit earned before graduation from high school).
First-time, first-year (freshman) student: A student attending any institution for the first time at the undergraduate level. Includes
students enrolled in the fall term who attended college for the first time in the prior summer term. Also includes students who entered
with advanced standing (college credits earned before graduation from high school).
First-year student: A student who has completed less than the equivalent of 1 full year of undergraduate work; that is, less than 30
semester hours (in a 120-hour degree program) or less than 900 clock hours.
Freshman: A first-year undergraduate student.
*Freshman/new student orientation: Orientation addressing the academic, social, emotional, and intellectual issues involved in
beginning college. May be a few hours or a few days in length; at some colleges, there is a fee.
Full-time student (undergraduate): A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or more
clock hours a week each term.
Geographical residence (as admission factor): Special consideration in the admission process given to students from a particular
region, state, or country of residence.
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Grade-point average (academic high school GPA): The sum of grade points a student has earned in secondary school divided by the
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At Least 2 But Less Than 4 Academic Years: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level
(below the baccalaureate degree) in at least 2 but less than 4 full-time equivalent academic years, or designed for completion in at least
60 but less than 120 credit hours, or in at least 1,800 but less than 3,600 clock hours.

Private institution: An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually supported
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Unit: a standard of measurement representing hours of academic instruction (e.g., semester credit, quarter credit, clock hour).

Undergraduate: A student enrolled in a four- or five-year bachelor’s degree program, an associate degree program, or a vocational or
technical program below the baccalaureate.

*Veteran’s counseling: Helps veterans and their dependents obtain benefits for their selected program and provides certifications to
the Veteran’s Administration. May also provide personal counseling on the transition from the military to a civilian life.

*Visually impaired: Any person whose sight loss is not correctable and is sufficiently severe as to adversely affect educational
performance.
Volunteer work (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students for activity done on a volunteer basis (e.g., tutoring,
hospital care, working with the elderly or disabled) as a service to the community or the public in general.
Wait list: List of students who meet the admission requirements but will only be offered a place in the class if space becomes
available. 

Weekend college: A program that allows students to take a complete course of study and attend classes only on weekends. 

White: A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.
*Women’s center: Center with programs, academic activities, and/or services intended to promote an understanding of the evolving
roles of women.
Work experience (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students who have been employed prior to application,
whether for relevance to major, demonstration of employment-related skills, or as explanation of student’s academic and
extracurricular record.

Financial Aid Definitions

External scholarships and grants: Scholarships and grants received from outside (private) sources that students bring with them (e.g., 
Kiwanis, National Merit scholarships). The institution may process paperwork to receive the dollars, but it has no role in determining
the recipient or the dollar amount awarded.

Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of the institutionally required financial aid applications/forms, such as
the FAFSA. 

Indebtedness: Aggregate dollar amount borrowed through any loan program (federal, state, subsidized, unsubsidized, private, etc.;
excluding parent loans) while the student was enrolled at an institution. Student loans co-signed by a parent are assumed to be the
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Non-need-based
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